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command in. favor of Captain William Bainbridge,
who was one of the oldest and most respected
officers of his rank and who deserved an opportu-
nity to win distinction. Bainbridge had behaved
heroically at Tripoli and was logically in line to
take over one of the crack frigates. The sailors of
the Constitution grumbled a bit at losing Isaac Hull
but soon regained their alert and willing spirit as
they comprehended that they had another first-rate
"old man " in William Bainbridge. Henry Adams
has pointed out that the average age of Bainbridge,
Hull, Rodgers, and Decatur was thirty-seven, while
that of the four generals most conspicuous in the
disappointments of the army, Dearborn, Wilkinson,
William Hull, and Wade Hampton, was fifty-eight.
The difference is notable and is mentioned for what
it may be worth.

Through the autumn of 1812 the frigate cruised
beneath tropic suns, much of the time off the coast
of Brazil. Today the health and comfort of the
bluejacket are so scrupulously provided for in
every possible way that a battleship is the stand-
ard of perfection for efficiency in organisation.
It is amazing that in such a ship as the Constitution
four hundred men could be cheerful and ready to
fight after weeks and even months at sea. They